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Art Millions-of Years in the Making
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electing a subject of focus for an artist is rarely a difficult choice. Oftentimes an artist may be inspired by an

incredible sunset or some other remarkable depiction of nature. Other times, an artist may want to express

an emotion or feeling. Whatever the case, the work of art is typically completed by taking a particular
medium and adding material, as paint is applied to canvas. However when an artist starts with material and the
only choice for expression is by removing material — well, that presents an entirely new set of challenges.

Sharon Gainsburg of Gainsburg Studios is a stone sculptor and removal of material is generally the means of
completing her art. For over 40 years, she has been hammering, chiseling and sanding away nearly any type of
rock one can imagine.

“I really love the process of working with something that's millions of years old,” Gainsburg says. “| actually
feel a connection back to the beginning when this material was first formed."”

Gamnsburg oftentimes likens stone sculpting to real-life situations. “In the middle of a sculpture, sometimes
more material comes off than what you originally anticipated,” she said. “And the same is true in our everyday
lives. Your plan doesn’t always go as expected and you have to find creative ways of solving what remains.”

Stone was not always her material of choice. In her late teens, a neighbor invited her to join a clay sculpting
class at a neighborhood art center. Gainsburg quickly fell in love with this type of art and it soon became a hobby

that she could not be without. “It was like food for my soul,” she recalls
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