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Drawing the Line on an American Icon

Celebrating the Life of Al Hirschfeld

CHICAGO (January 2003) – S2 Art Group and Gallery in River North announces the “exhibition of the century” – a commemorative retrospective of the artwork of Al Hirschfeld, who at 99 years of age, died January 20, 2003 at his Manhattan home.  This exhibition will feature hand-signed limited edition lithography and will commence January 24 and close February 28, 2003, in honor and celebration of the artist’s life and work.

Using nothing more than pen and paper, legendary artist Al Hirschfeld captured more than 75 years of entertainment history with wit and sophistication. Best known for portraits immortalizing icons of both stage and screen, Hirschfeld’s sublimely simple and stylish work was a regular feature in The New York Times for decades, and also appeared in everything from books, magazines and record covers to two series of United States postage stamps honoring great comedians and silent film stars.

Born in St. Louis in 1903, Hirschfeld was so talented as a child that his family moved to New York City when he was eleven so he could attend art school. Originally, he planned to become a painter. But while watching a play one evening, Hirschfeld sketched a portrait of its star – and became a star himself.  The drawing ran on the front page of the New York Herald Tribune and soon Hirschfeld’s work was being featured in five different New York newspapers.

The line was the love of Hirschfeld’s life. "The problem of placing the right line in the right place has absorbed all of my interests across these many years...I am still enchanted when an unaccountable line describes and communicates the inexplicable."

Hirschfeld’s appeal was broad and enduring. Celebrities considered being “Hirschfelded” an honor in itself, and his fans delighted in playing a game he invented – finding his daughter’s name, Nina, hidden in drawings, with the number of appearances noted in the lower right-hand corner of each work.

A self-described “characterist,” Hirschfeld elevated caricature to a fine art, and critics have likened his work to such masters as Toulouse-Lautrec and Daumier. The Museum of Modern Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Whitney Museum of American Art and the St. Louis Art Museum have Hirschfeld’s work in their collections.  The artist has been honored with two Tony Awards, and he was the subject of the Academy Award-nominated documentary, “The Line King.” In 1996, the New York Landmarks Conservancy named Hirschfeld one of six New York City landmarks.

With operations in Chicago, Las Vegas, New York and other major U.S. cities, S2 Art Group has a distinguished history as the printer/lithographer of hand-signed limited edition artworks by Al Hirschfeld. S2 editions are hand-pulled on extremely rare, antique lithography presses at the company’s two ateliers – the largest such facilities in the world. Using genuine, “low-tech,” direct lithography methods with these highly specialized presses, the S2 team of artisans has established a tradition of creating multiple fine art of uncompromising quality and appeal.

S2 Art Gallery, in the heart of Chicago’s gallery district, is owned and operated by S2 Art Group, Ltd., a diversified publisher of fine artwork with operations and art galleries nationwide.

Listing Information

Exhibit: 
Limited edition, hand-signed lithographs by the late Al Hirschfeld.

Dates:
January 23 through February 28,  2003.

Location:
S2 Art Gallery, 300 W. Superior St., Suite 203, Chicago IL 60610. Telephone: 312-943-8500.
Toll-free 888-976-5666. Fax: 312-943-8587. Email: info@s2art.com
Hours:
Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Web Images for Download:
www.alhirschfeld.info
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