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WORLD RENOWNED NEW ORLEANS ARTIST MATT RINARD 
COMES TO SOUTH FLORIDA FOR YMCA FUNDRAISING EVENT
“The Art of Poker” to be featured February 7 at Seminole Paradise’s Jack Gallery

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FT. LAUDERDALE, January 17—One of New Orleans’ top contemporary artists, who was forced to leave the city after Hurricane Katrina, is paying a visit to South Florida next month to help raise money for the YMCA of Broward County.

Matt Rinard, whose irrepressible take on the world of domestic felines and canines is fast gaining an international following, will be the special guest of the YMCA of Broward County February 7 for an evening entitled “The Art of Poker.” The event will be held at the new Jack Gallery at the Seminole Paradise shops at the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino, hosted by Bank Atlantic.
“We’ve invited representatives from dozens of Broward County’s major companies to join us for a fun evening and a chance to learn more about how the YMCA is helping thousands of children and families in South Florida,” said Mike Jezek, President and CEO of the YMCA of Broward County. “With poker such a popular activity these days, we thought it would be a great theme for an event. Plus, Matt’s work and life story are fascinating.” 

Matt Rinard’s paintings and prints, including his series “The Art of Poker,” which features dogs and cats playing the popular game Texas Hold ‘em, are famous for their ironic, surprising and just a little off-kilter humor and prized for their bold composition and vibrant colors. His quirky sense of humor and his subject matter have won him a devoted following around the world.
“I like to take a whimsical and comical approach to art,” he says. “You see galleries where everything is so sterile and there’s classical music playing and everybody’s whispering, and it intimidates people. I think a lot of people take it all too seriously, like once you’ve introduced humor into art, you’ve desecrated it or something.” 

Rinard also finds inspiration in the unique character of life in New Orleans, which he was forced to evacuate in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, leaving behind a gallery full of artwork, according to Trisky Almeda Singian, Director of the Ft. Lauderdale Jack Gallery. “Matt was preparing for a huge show when Katrina hit,” said Singian. “Our company was able to relocate him to Las Vegas, where he was able to complete his work. It’s been quite an ordeal.”

Guests who attend the February 7 event will receive an “Art of Poker” poster featuring one of four works by Rinard, signed by the artist. The Jack Gallery will donate ten percent of the price of any piece of art purchased during the event. 

The YMCA of Broward County serves thousands of children and families with programs and services ranging from inclusion programs for people with special needs to teaching parents how to drownproof young children. No one is ever turned away for help. Last year, more than 4,000 children per day received scholarships to Y services valued at more than $5 million. The organization is now in the middle of a $14 million capital expansion. A new 42,000 square foot facility opened earlier this month in Weston and ground will soon be broken on a new aquatic center and building renovation in Hollywood. Additional upgrades are planned for the Y’s L.A. Lee facility in central Ft. Lauderdale.

Those wishing to attend the “Art of Poker” event with Matt Rinard can make a reservation by calling the YMCA offices at 954-334-9622. 

“The Art of Poker” with Matt Rinard
WHEN: Tuesday, February 7, 2006, 6-8 pm
WHERE: Jack Gallery, Seminole Paradise Shops at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, hosted by Bank Atlantic
WHY: To benefit the YMCA of Broward County

MEDIA ALERT: To arrange for a telephone interview with Matt Rinard, please call Jack Gallery, 954-792-4949.
